
THE PARISH OF CASTLETOWN (or Corcomohjde, 
Barony of Upper Connelloe). 

SITUATION. 'I'b is place is s i tUEt ted in the Bs,rony cf Upper 
Oonello a.nd is bounded on "t.l1e n:1rth by the Pal'i.sh of "::a=:_ingarry; 
on the east by Colman's Well and Bruree; o:, the south Killagh-
olehane and on the west by the Parish of Ki lmeeciy. 

NAME. The nt=1,me of this Parish ws.s :)riginally Corcc,mohid, 
the name of Mc Eniry's Territory 1 but l~tter:y it is called 
Castletov1r11 Mac Eniry from the family of Mae Eniry, tne b.:ncient 
Chiefs of Corca-Muiceat, -.rvho we,:·e dis:posbessed hy Crorrh:1',ll about 
the year 1650: at which r:,e riod the famt 1y of Coni.ers o i.1:ed 
possession of this place, fr,im whom it is now sometimes.:; :_ed 
Castletown-Coniers. 

Gough in his sil1y additicrns to Camden Eissert:3 t1::?. c:uain 
Chreadhail or Kileecly is the si:tme as Castletown Mac Eniry but in 
this he mistakes the words of Archdal, who knew nothing at all 
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a.bout it but what he'1earned from O'Halloran, who is a Yery stulti­
fied authority. I here insert what they have said on this subject:-

Gough's Camden, R.I.A. 
Cluain Chredail Castle Mac Eneiry. 

In the Earony of Conillo at Castle Mac Eneiry, formerly the 
seat of Mac Eneiry, are the ruins of a very large Monastery and 
some other buildings, which sufficiently evince the piety, dignity 
and splendour of tha.t antient family (H. ex O'Halloran) St. Ita 
or Mida of the blood royal of Munster is said to have fo •. mded a 
:famous Abbey at Cluain Chreduil or Kilita, a-c the foot of the 
Mountain Luaora (H). 

Arehd. Mon. Hib. C.11, p.419, R.I.A. 
Castletown (Mc Eneiry MS.). 

In the :Barony of Conillo and formecly the seat of Mac Eneiry; 
here we find the ruins of a very large Monastary (Cluai.n Crea.hail) 
and some other public buildings, which sufficiently evince the 
piety, dignity and splendour of th;:,,t ancient family (J'HalloranJ. 
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The Church of Castletown which is "the very large .::cD::.astery" 186 
mentioned by O'Halloran, is a very long Church, but cer·:ainly not 
& very extensive nor anything bordering on a splendid Monastery. .. 
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It is one hundred and twenty seven feet in length on t'_e outside 
and twenty six feet ni~e inches jn breadth on the insi e. Its 
walls are fourteen feet hjgh and three feet sjx inches thick, 
and well built. The east window is in tolerable prese:vation, 
but not so gorgeous as one might be inclined to infer from the 
words of O'Halloran, as copied by Archdall. It forms flat 
point on the inside and measures atout elsven feet i~ches 
in height and seven feet six inches in width; on the ~side it 
is a_i-vided into o compartments, which are roundheade:1 2nd con­
structed of reddish sandstone; both together are two f e~ seven 
inches in width; eaah i~ ten inches and the mullion be wean them, 
whfch consists of seven sep'::1.ra te stont~s ~ is nine i.nc.r.es in width. 
They are eight feet five inches in height and eight feet two 
inches from the level of the ground on the outside. this 
window, and between i.t and the north east corner there is another 
small window placed at a cc,ns1derable height from the 'Ind, 
which is rec t:3.ngular :1.ns ide and outside; it is covered ~-.n both 
sides with small lintels and is about three feet by t on the 
inside and two feet six inches by three inches on the utside. 

At the distance of twelve feet four inches from t e east 
gable there was a pointed doorway on the north wall l 1 187 
into an Iardom or Sacristy, but the Iardom is destroye; and the 
doorway is nearly reduced to a breach. 

At the cl_istance of five feet from the ea.st gable south 
wall contains a wir1dow which is in tolerable preservat::LJn. and 
measures on the inside (where its head is a flat poi irch) 
seven feet six inches i~ height a~d four feet eleven i sin 
width. On the outside it is placed at the height of s~x feet 
from the pres,ent level of the ground and. divided j_:::1to ::,wo compart-
ments which are pointed at top in the Gothic style; ~ these 
compai:·tments taken together measure in width one f,Jvt even and 
a half inches, and the mullion between them is seven ~lies wide 
and six inches thick. They a:ce four fe.:3t in height. 

At the distance of thirty six feet six inches from west 
corner, the doorway ts placed; its i.aterne,l part j_s stroyed 
at the top 1 but its internal sides remain, which are 79 feet 
five inches a.sunde:~; it,s outer part forms a semiclrc1,::: • top, 
but its sides are destroyed.; it is si.x feet seven in "- in height 
and four feet in width. 

From this doorway across to the 
wall latel~r b~~1ilt, tc> enclose t~.e -:~~12:st 
place for the family of Coniers. 

orth wa,ll, 
of the 

s a modern 
a burial 

At the distancA of twenty four feet e~ght inches~ ~hA 188 
east of the door~~Y above described, there is a braac~ the 
south wall where there was a , as au s 
of it still remaining. 
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The side walls of this Church are fourteen feet in height. 

The west gable contains a small rectangular window placed 
at the height of about seventeen feet from the ground. I could 
not get up to it to take its exact dimensions, but I would take 
it to be two feet six inches in height on the outside and five 
inches in width. 

I could not learn from any traditio~ on the spot whether 
this was a Parish Church or a Monastic oae. 

There is a small portion of Mao Bniry's Castle standing 
near Mr. Conier's house; it should be shewn on the Ordnance Map. 

For the names of wells, etc., in this Parish see Field 
Kame Book. 

Examined by me. 

July 26th 1840. 
kllinga.rry. 

John o•Donovan. 


